[Free arterial graft in coronary artery bypass surgery].
Free arterial graft of the internal mammary artery (IMA) and the gastroepiploic artery (GEA) has been utilized for coronary artery bypass grafting in 10 patients during 44 months period. There were 6 males and 4 females and age ranged 42 to 73 year old with the mean of 60.8 year old. Eight IMA and 2 GEA were used as a free graft. Sites of distal anastomosis of the free graft were 3 at anterior descending arteries, 3 at diagonal branches and 4 at circumflex arteries. Sites of proximal anastomosis of those grafts were ascending aorta in one, concomitantly utilized saphenous vein graft in 5 and in situ IMA graft in 4 patients. Mean number of grafts was 2.9 (2-5) and mean aortic cross clamp time was 56.2 minutes (16-90 minutes). There was neither operative death, nor perioperative myocardial infarction and intra-aortic balloon pumping was not required. Postoperative angiography was made in 9 patients within 3 postoperative months. Eight (89%) free arterial grafts were patent. Relief of angina was obtained in all patients. We concluded that the complete revascularization with only arterial graft can be achieved more widely by utilizing the free arterial graft with an acceptable patency.